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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 1341 
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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: BANGLADESH MAJORS ARRIVE IN LIBYA 
REF: BANGKOK 24536; DACCA 5769 

1. LT. COLONEL FAROOK AND HIS PARTY ARRIVED NOV 24 IN 
BENGHAZI, AND WERE INTERVIEWED AT AIRPORT BY LIBYA 
TELEVISION. ASKED TO COMMENT ON SITUATION IN BANGLADESH, 
FAROOK SAID COUNTRY WAS SURROUNDED BY ENEMIES (HE DID 
NOT NAME THEM) AGAINST WHICH PEOPLE AND GOVT WERE 
STRUGGLING. BANGLADESH NEEDED THE HELP OF ITS 
"MUSLIM BROTHERS" IN THIS STRUGGLE. 

2. WE HAD EARLIER ASKED THE BANGLADESH CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
TO COMMENT ON BBC REPORTS THAT FAROOK’S PARTY WAS ON 
THE WAY HERE. HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
BOTH DACCA AND THE LIBYANS ABOUT THE GROUP. THE PARTY, 
HE SAID, HAD BEEN GIVEN POLITICAL ASYLUM IN LIBYA, AND 
WOULD PROBABLY STAY HERE FOR "ONE AND ONE-HALF TO TWO 
YEARS". UNTIL THE SITUATION IN DACCA CALMED DOWN. HE 
SAID THE GROUP WOULD STAY IN BENGHAZI, NOT TRIPOLI. 
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3. COMMENT: LT. COL. FAROOK AND HIS GROUP HAVE 
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PROBABLY BEEN GRANTED ASYLUM HERE ON CONDITION THEY 
WILL REFRAIN FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY. IN BENGHAZI 
THEY WILL BE ISOLATED FROM FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND THIS 
IS PROBABLY WHAT THEIR LIBYAN HOST WANT. 

STEIN 
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